Pegasus Riders Award Dance Party in Indian Wells fetes
700
Robin Montgomery, Special to The Desert Sun
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Santa and Mrs. Claus wish a merry Christmas to a Pegasus client. (Photo: Louis Benedetto, Special to The Desert Sun)

If you think children with special needs cannot dance, you would be wrong! The dance floor at the Pegasus Riders Award Dance Party was filled to
capacity, with guests totaling 700, including 200 special needs clients from Pegasus who brought their family to the party at the Renaissance Esmeralda
Resort & Spa, Indian Wells.
The occasion also included Santa, presents and a medal presentation recognizing the client’s bravery for receiving therapy on a horse.
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Just a few of the event underwriters included Gayle Hodges, Peggy Cravens, Harold Matzner, Penny Carpenter, Ted Barajas, Patti Jones, Charles
Paglia, Gary Feldbau, Curtiss Perry, Chase Berke, Peter Solomon and the City of Palm Desert, who underwrote 75 city residents.
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The guests had a terrific time on the dance floor. (Photo: Louis Benedetto, Special to The Desert Sun)
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Upon arrival, Santa greeted attendees, plush animal gifts were picked out and smiling National Charity League (NCL) volunteers met families showing
them to their tables.
A big thank you goes to Kevin Marshall, Pegasus volunteer coordinator who arranged the toy contributions from PetSmart. Co-hosts Dan McGrath and
Alicia Gomez welcomed the crowd in both English and Spanish. Then a yummy lunch was served that include butternut squash soup, salad, holiday
turkey platters, apple pie a la mode and hot baked chocolate chip cookies and milk. As usual, the Renaissance’s banquet food was delicious.
Then all mothers and grandmothers received wrapped boxes of Christmas chocolates donated by Walgreens, delivered by honor student volunteers
from Xavier and Cathedral City high schools. Guests also took home poinsettia plant centerpieces, donated by the Pegasus board of directors.

Dr. Jessica Houpt, CVUSD, enjoyed the evening with Chase Berke, Pegasus COO. (Photo: Nan Burlingame, Special to The Desert Sun)

DJ Michael Capitanelli, the Pegasus music man for the past six years knew just what to play, and the dance floor overflowed. Never mind if dancers
were in a wheelchair; they whirled and twirled with the help of the U.S. Marine volunteers from Twentynine Palms and Pegasus volunteers. Kids with all
types of disabilities danced their hearts out and had a marvelous time.
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Berke, Pegasus’ COO and event chair was ably assisted by board members David B. Sullivan and Leanna Bonamici and a host of volunteers,
including Susan Wilder, Judy Slapin, Clarence Wells, Judy Cordell, Barry Oppenheim, Val Carpenter, Rhonda Radcliff and Mary Grossic.
Gatherings for 700 takes special skills, and this was flawless; recognition goes to Nona Weaver and the staff from the Renaissance.

A Marine poses with a Pegasus rider. (Photo: Louis Benedetto, Special to The Desert Sun)

Others who enjoyed the festivities were Mayor Lupe Ramos Amith, Anacely, Symphony and Michael Solomon, Bonnie and David Nicolson, Dr.
Jessica Houpt, Nan Burlingame, Dawn Suggs, Louis Benedetto, Tracy Geohegan, Tricia Eppelheimer, April and Donald Bradley, Adrienne
Erlick, Rene Perla and Ursula Logo. Other Pegasus board members in attendance included Carl and Janice Osbourne, Penny Carpenter, Peter
Solomon and Buck Pruett.
Pegasus is 38-year-old 501(c) 3 non-profit that provides equine therapy to special needs children and adults, including those with autism, cerebral palsy,
Downs syndrome and other disabilities. Clients come weekly via their special education class or with Angel View or Desert Arc and on Saturdays with a
parent or caregiver. Information packets must be filled out and signed by a physician prior to coming to Pegasus. All therapy is done on horseback. The
horse’s body massages the legs and lower torso while volunteers help clients exercise their upper body following instruction called out by the equine
therapy leader.
Pegasus’ next event is Pets on Parade on July 12.
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Robin Montgomery comes from a family of writers and provided material both as an employee and independently for large corporations such as Max
Factor, Vidal Sassoon, Columbia Pictures, Norman Lear’s Embassy Entertainment and the Santa Paula Times. She sits on the advisory board of KPSP,
CBS Local 2, Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Desert, Act for MS and is a board member of The Waring International Piano Competition and Opera
Showcase of the Desert. She has served as the executive director of Pegasus Therapeutic Riding since 2002.
Pegasus Riders Award Dance Party
Sunday, Dec. 8
Renaissance Esmeralda Resort & Spa, Indian Wells.
Benefiting Pegasus Riding Academy
How to help: To donate or volunteer, contact Pegasus at (760) 772- 3057 or visit pegasustherapeuticriding.org (https://pegasusridingacademy.org/).
Read or Share this story: https://www.desertsun.com/story/life/2019/12/20/pegasus-riders-award-dance-party-indian-wells-fetes-700/2694764001/
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